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A Telangana court has sentenced a 25-year-
old PE teacher to five years of jail and imposed 
a fine of `2,000 for misbehaving with a minor 
girl at a private school in Karimnagar

5 YRS 
OF JAIL
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RDOs will now have access 
to agriculture dept’s data

During ’97-’98 El Nino, TN 
received 52% excess rainfall  

Contractor gets 
`1cr fine for poor 
NH maintenance
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Krishnagiri

THE District Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission (DCDRC) 
of  Dharmapuri @ Krishnagiri 
slapped `1 crore fine on a contrac-
tor for poor maintenance and traf-
fic issues on the stretch of  NH be-
tween Hosur and Krishnagiri.

The commission also ordered the 
contractor or NHAI to pay `1 lakh 
to complainant P Suresh Babu (55) 
of  Hosur, as legal aid fund for caus-
ing mental agony. Suresh Babu, a 
private company employee, filed 
the case at DCDRC Krishnagiri this 
year January against.

The order was issued by DCDRC 
p[residentv R Raja last month. 
“NHAI should educate the toll us-
ers by placing more sign boards. It 
must also erect warning boards to 
two-wheeler users to not cross over 
the other lines. NHAI should rec-
tify the issues reported by advo-
cate commissioner report within 
two months from the date of  the 
order,” he said.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE state’s procurement price for 
fine variety paddy is around ̀ 350 to 
`400 higher per quintal than in oth-
er southern states, thereby increas-
ing the incentive for malpractice. 
Currently, the state offers a pro-
curement price of  `2,750 per quin-
tal for fine varieties and `2,600 per 
quintal for common varieties.

“The RDOs will have access to 
data from the agriculture depart-
ment, including area under cultiva-
tion in each village, seed supply and 
other details. At the divisional level, 
we will now be able to ascertain 
whether the quantity of  paddy ar-
riving at DPCs is proportionate to 
the area officially recorded as culti-
vated,” said a TNCSC official.

Currently, paddy farmers submit 
details of  their crop cultivation 
through the e-adangal crop admin-

istration portal. After the VAO phys-
ically verifies the standing crop, the 
application is approved. Farmers 
then submit their land documents, 
along with their bank passbook, at 
the DPCs to sell their produce. The 
payment is credited to their bank ac-
counts within 10 days.

Sources said several traders as-
sociated with rice mills in Tamil 
Nadu and neighbouring states pur-
chase paddy from debt-ridden 
farmers at around `1,800 to `2,000 
per quintal and subsequently sell 
it at DPCs at the MSP, making a 
margin of  nearly 30% to 40%.

“In such cases, traders are sus-
pected of  obtaining fake e-adangal 
certificates showing cultivation in 
the names of  farmers, allegedly in 
collusion with some VAOs.,” the of-
ficial added.

(Read full report on
www.newindianexpress.com)

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE committee has proposed 
three implementation win-
dows: before the 2026 northeast 
monsoon, before summer 2027 
and over the following three to 
five years. As of  August 29, the 
Nino 3.4 sea-surface tempera-
ture anomaly stood at +2.20°C, 
indicating strong El Nino con-
ditions. The August out-
look assigned a 100% 
probability of  El Nino 
from August-October 
2026 through February-
April 2027.

The timing is signifi-
cant as the projected peak 
overlaps with Tamil Nadu’s 
northeast monsoon, its princi-
pal rainy season. However, it 
noted that historical data do not 
show a consistent suppression 
of  northeast monsoon rainfall 
during El Nino years.

An IMD assessment covering 
1940-2021 found that northeast 
monsoon rainfall over the re-
gion during El Nino years was 

excess in 28% of  the years, nor-
mal in 57% and deficient in 
only 15%. Another historical 
analysis found an 11% positive 
rainfall anomaly over the core 
southeastern peninsula during 
El Nino years.

The state’s experience also il-
lustrates the variability. Dur-
ing the strong 1997-98 El Nino, 
Tamil Nadu received 52% ex-

cess northeast monsoon 
rainfall in 1997. Accord-
ing to the IMD, in 2005, 
the state recorded 79% 
excess rainfall during 
October-December, with 

repeated heavy-rain 
episodes.

The 2015-16 El Nino produced 
both extremes, according to the 
IMD report. Chennai received 
1,416.8 mm between November 
1 and December 5, 2015, against 
a normal of  408.4 mm, includ-
ing 275 mm on December 1, 
which triggered unprecedented 
flooding. 

(Read full report on
www.newindianexpress.com)

MASTER STROKE 
President Droupadi Murmu presenting the Dadasaheb Phalke Award to veteran actor 

Anant Nag during the 72nd National Film Awards in Narmada district, Gujarat |  EXPRESS

A message in CM’s name was sent to parents 
of students informing them of the scheme
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: R Japhiya Magdalene, a Class 8 
student who sat next to the CM while having food, said, “I 
used to occasionally eat the breakfast served at school. I am 
very happy that the scheme has been extended to students 
of Classes 6 to 8, as my parents need not have to worry about 
preparing breakfast for me.” The CM asked her a few 
questions, such as whether she liked the food and how her 
studies were going, she added. Earlier in the day, a message in 
Vijay’s name was sent to the parents of the students, stating 
nutritious and tasty breakfast would be provided to the 
students from September 22 so the students could pursue 
their education effectively. Ahead of CM’s arrival, security 
personnel were seen checking the school bags of some of the 
students, with the move drawing criticism on social media. 
The expansion will be implemented across the state, except 
in Chengalpattu and Tiruppur at present, as the Model Code 
of Conduct for the October 6 bypoll in the Madurantakam and 
Dharapuram assembly constituencies is in place.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

One dead, another injured in T’gana stabbing incident 
Sangareddy: One person was killed and another injured in a stabbing 

incident near Sitara Theatre in Sangareddy on Monday night. According to 
Town CI P Ramu Naidu, three men — Fazil, Bilal and Rahim — were 

consuming liquor at an isolated spot when an argument broke out. During 
the altercation, Rahim allegedly stabbed Fazil with a knife and attacked 

Bilal in the thigh when he intervened. Rahim fled the scene after the 
attack. Despite his injury, Bilal alerted police, who reached the spot and 

shifted him to a hospital. Fazil’s body was sent to the government hospital 
for postmortem. Police arrested Rahim and said he had previously been 

jailed in attempted-murder cases. Further probe is on. ENS

SC stays execution of TN man 
convicted for raping 3 minors
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court has stayed 
the execution of  a POCSO con-
vict from Tamil Nadu sen-
tenced to death for the repeated 
sexual assault of  three minor 
girls aged between six and 
eight.The bench of  Justices 
Vikram Nath, Augustine 
George Masih and Sandeep Me-
hta passed the order while 
hearing his plea against the 
Madras High Court’s Madurai 
bench decision in June, con-
firming his conviction and cap-
ital punishment.

The High Court had agreed 
with the trial court that the ap-
pellant repeatedly subjected 
the three girls aged 6-8 to aggra-

vated penetrative sexual as-
sault over a year and deserved 
no leniency. The SC, however, 
stayed the execution, stating, 

“The execution of  the death 
sentence shall remain stayed 
pending the hearing and final 
disposal  of  the present 
appeal(s).”

It directed TN to facilitate a 
mitigation inquiry. This in-
cludes probation officers’ re-
ports to be filed within 16 
weeks, a conduct and work re-
port from the Superintendent 
of  Central Prison, Palayamkot-
tai, and a psychological evalua-
tion by a team constituted by 
the head of  Tirunelveli Medi-
cal College Hospital, also with-
in 16 weeks. It permitted miti-
g ation investig ator V S 
Varunanvelu of  NALSAR’s 
Square Circle Clinic to conduct 
multiple in-person prison in-
terviews and file a report.

`7L each for 3 survivors
A Special Court 
for POCSO in 
Tirunelveli had 
awarded the 
death penalty to 
Anandha Sekar 
(41), a daily wage 
labourer, in 

March this year. The judge found 
him guilty of sexual assault and 
awarded the death sentence and 
10 years of imprisonment. The 
judge ordered the TN government 
to pay `7 lakh each to the three 
survivors as compensation


